
Introduction 
• Hi Everyone, 

 
• It has been a busy few months in the relocation and immigration fields in Ireland. While progress 

has been made on Brexit, it still causes uncertainty in the market. A first-phase agreement was 
reached on December 8th which had a particular emphasis on Ireland. Included here is the text of 
speech by the Irish Taoiseach (Prime Minister), Leo Varadkar, which summarises the agreement 
from an Irish point of view.  
 

• In immigration, a change from the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) card to the Irish 
Residence Permit (IRP) appears to bring minimal impact. Similarly, there have been no changes 
announced to the critical skills list following the work of a government expert group. 
 

• Rental property availability still dominates the relocation news. The shortage of available properties 
due to lack of supply in the housing market is driving up rental prices. It makes our work more 
difficult, but we have always found suitable properties for our clients and will continue to do so. 
 

• Should you have any questions on the topics covered here, please contact us for further information 
on +353 21 4323533. 
 

Wishing you and your families a happy holiday season, 
The Corporate Care Relocation team. 



Irish Immigration Updates 
December 2017 



Irish Residence Permit 
• INIS who govern the Residence Permits, known as Garda National Immigration Bureau card (GNIB) 

cards have today released that the GNIB Card (Irish residence permit) will be changing to the Irish 
Residence Permit (IRP). This change comes into effect from 11th of December 2017.   
 

• Essentially the premise will remain the same that all those who wish to reside in Ireland will now 
register for Irish Residence Permit instead of a GNIB card. The new IRP has exactly the same legal 
status as the old GNIB card. It does not give you any new rights or entitlements and your 
responsibilities stay the same. The IRP is not an identity card. It is a registration certificate. It is not 
valid for any reason except to certify that you are registered with immigration in Ireland.  
 

• You must carry your IRP with you at all times and present it to an immigration officer or a member of 
An Garda Síochána (police) if requested. This includes whenever you leave or re-enter the country. 

•   
• The main change; if you register in Dublin, the immigration officer will arrange to send your IRP to 

you by post. You will not receive it on the same day. It will be sent to your address as registered 5 
to 10 working days after you register.  Please make sure to confirm your exact address (including 
Eircode) before you leave the registration office. 

 



Irish Residence Permit  
• Items to note:  
• GNIB holders do not need to apply for a new IRP, if they hold a valid GNIB card they just wait until 

their current cards expire and then apply as usual  
• For those outside Dublin, it will still be a two-step process; 1. Present your documents and make 

payment. 2. Return to the Immigration office to collect your IRP card.  
• The layout will change and will now include the following:  

• Your name, photo, date of birth and registration number 
• A brief description of your immigration permission, including your permission stamp number 
• A microchip with a copy of your photo, fingerprints and personal details as above 

 
• Items to stay the same:  
• If you are a non-EU/EEA and non-Swiss citizen and you wish to stay in Ireland for any reason for 

longer than 90 days,  
• All non EEA nationals 16 years or over  will have to register  
• Fee is €300 per registration  
  

Source: INIS, 11/12/17 
 

 



Brexit Update 
• Statement by the Taoiseach Leo Varadkar T.D.   

 
• Ladies and Gentlemen. A dhaoine uaisle. 
• Today is a very significant day for everyone on the island of Ireland, for our neighbouring island, and for all of our 

fellow members of the European Union. Following long and intensive negotiations, we have reached a satisfactory 
conclusion on the issues relating to Ireland in Phase 1. As you know, Irish issues were one of three critical areas that 
needed to be dealt with in these talks, before the EU and the UK could proceed to Phase 2 issues such as trade and 
the new political and economic relationship between the UK and the EU. The other two issues, which are also 
important for the EU and for Ireland are Citizens Rights and the Financial Settlement. We have achieved all we set 
out to achieve in Phase One of these negotiations.  We have the assurances and guarantees we need from the 
United Kingdom and support for them from the European Union. I am satisfied that sufficient progress has now been 
made on the Irish issues.  The parameters have been set and they are good. Now, we can move on to work out the 
detail of what has been agreed and to talk about transition phase, free trade and the new relationship between the 
EU and the UK.  This is not the end, but it is the end of the beginning.  And we will remain fully engaged and vigilant 
throughout phase two, the drafting and ratification of the new treaties that will be required between the EU and UK 
and their implementation.  
 

• So, what's been achieved? 
 
• The Good Friday Agreement in all its parts is protected. 
 
• Everyone born in Northern Ireland will continue to have the right to Irish and therefore EU citizenship.  So, a child 

born in Belfast or Derry today will have the right to study in Paris, buy property in Spain, work in Berlin or any other 
part of the European Union. All they have to do is exercise the right to Irish and therefore EU citizenship. 

 



Brexit Update 
• The Common Travel Area will continue allowing us to travel freely between Britain and Ireland. 
 
• British and Irish citizens will continue to have the freedom to live, work, study, access housing, healthcare, pensions 

and welfare in each other’s countries as though we are citizens of both. 
 
• The United Kingdom has committed to avoiding a hard border as an 'over-arching requirement' with which 'any future 

arrangements must be compatible'.  There will be no physical infrastructure or related checks or control.  
 
• Three options have been set out as how this can be achieved. Our preferred option is a deep and comprehensive 

agreement between the EU and the UK in its entirety which will allow us to trade as we do now. However, that might 
not be possible. So there is a backstop arrangement in which Northern Ireland and perhaps all of the United 
Kingdom will maintain full alignment with rules of the Internal Market and Customs Union which are relevant to the 
avoidance of a border, north-south co-operation and the all-island economy. 

 
• People and businesses in Northern Ireland are being given the additional assurance that the United Kingdom 

government will ensure that Northern Ireland business will continue to have unfettered access to the whole of UK 
and that no new barriers will develop between Northern Ireland and Great Britain unless the Northern Ireland 
Executive and Assembly agree to it.  Northern Ireland and Great Britain will not drift apart.  

 
• PEACE and INTERREG funding which is so valuable to our border communities will continue until 2021 and we will 

favourably examine continuing it beyond that. 
 
• The United Kingdom has committed to ensuring that in Northern Ireland there is no diminution of human rights, 

safeguards and equality of opportunity set out in European Law.  
 

 



Brexit Update 
• And finally, there will continue to be a distinct strand on Ireland in phase two of these negotiations. 
 
• I hope to soon see the restoration of the Northern Ireland Executive and the North South Ministerial Council. The 

institutions will be a vital voice as we move forward together into Phase 2 of the Brexit talks. I want, in particular this 
morning, to recognise the concerns of the unionist community in Northern Ireland. And I want to assure you that the 
Irish Government has no hidden agenda. There is no question of us exploiting Brexit as a means of moving to a 
united Ireland without consent. We do not want to see a border in the Irish Sea, any more than we want to see a 
border between Newry and Dundalk or between Letterkenny and Derry. We want to build bridges, not borders. We 
want to free travel and free trade to continue as it does now and has done for 20 years. We want reconciliation and 
respect grow. 

 
• Our guiding light - and our only ambition throughout - has been to ensure that the provisions of the Good Friday 

Agreement continue to operate in full after Brexit, and that people can go about their normal lives and business as 
before. In particular, the agreement we have reached explicitly recognises the provisions of the Good Friday 
Agreement with regard to the constitutional status of Northern Ireland and the principle of consent. This principle is 
the foundation stone of the new relationships we have built on this island since 1998, and will continue to build in the 
future. To the nationalist people in Northern Ireland, I want to assure you that we have protected your interests 
throughout these negotiations. Your birth right as Irish citizens, and therefore as EU citizens, will be protected.  There 
will be no hard border on our island. You will never again be left behind by an Irish Government. These rights will, of 
course, be available to everyone in Northern Ireland who chooses to exercise his or her right to be an Irish citizen, 
regardless of their political persuasion or religious beliefs. 

  

 



Brexit Update 
• In conclusion, I would like to thank my colleagues in Government, officials in the Department of the Taoiseach and 

the Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade, and especially the Tánaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs & Trade and 
the Minister for European Affairs for their hard-work and commitment. The Government has been united and firm in 
its resolve. I would also like to thank the opposition leaders and their parties for the very practical support they have 
offered, both to Government and in their contacts with their sister parties across Europe. I would like to recognise the 
EU negotiators, led by Michel Barnier, as well as President Juncker, President Tusk, and my fellow Heads of State 
and Government. Their support and solidarity has been invaluable. It was beyond what we’d hoped for. 

 
• It is the clearest possible illustration of the values of the European Union and why small countries are better off in a 

big union. It puts beyond any doubt that our future lies in the European Union at the heart of the common European 
home that we helped to build. Finally, to our neighbours in Britain, to the Prime Minister and her colleagues, I say 
thank you for your careful consideration of our concerns, your good will and good faith. I know that while Irish issues 
are on your agenda, they are among many challenges that Brexit poses for your country and your people. Ireland 
has always respected your democratic decision to leave the European Union. And we have always shared your 
interests – in peace, in free trade, in free movement, in prosperity - for everyone on these islands. I can assure you 
of the continued friendship and goodwill of the Irish Government and the Irish people in the months and years ahead. 
 

• Source: Government Press Centre, 8/12/17 
 

 



Employment Permit Statistics 
• Top 10 countries applying for Irish Employment Permits in 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• More than 10,000 applications have been received from nationals of 114 countries. 
 

• DBEI, 1/12/17 
 

Year Nationality New Renewal Total Refused Withdrawn
2017 8776 1818 10594 1387 301

1 India 3131 481 3612 289 75
2 Philippines 693 16 709 62 10
3 United States of Ame 669 113 782 90 24
4 Pakistan 594 336 930 77 36
5 Brazil 587 37 624 191 19
6 Egypt 258 77 335 26 7
7 South Africa 256 30 286 52 12
8 Sudan 255 168 423 7 23
9 China 252 37 289 125 12
10 Malaysia 203 60 263 51 13



Highly Skilled List 
• Outcome of Q2 2017 Review 

 
• Following a review of research undertaken by the Expert Group on Future 

Skills Needs (EGFSN), consultation with relevant Government Departments 
and Agencies and an assessment of all submissions made during the public 
consultation process, no changes are being made to either the highly skilled 
or ineligible lists. Thus the lists effective from 3 April 2017 remain in place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Source: DBEI, 6/10/17 

 



Registration for Non-EEA Nurses 
• These conditions apply to: 
• EU trained applicants not entitled to direct registration under the provisions of EU Directive 

2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council. 
• Non-EU trained applicants for registration with the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland (NMBI) 

who are individually assessed by NMBI. 
 

• Summary: 
• Since the commencement of the Employment Permits (Amendment) Act 2014 in September 2014, 

non-EEA nurses who have acquired a contract of employment are not entitled to work as a nurse in 
Ireland until they have successfully completed a Clinical Adaptation and Assessment Programme or 
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI) aptitude test in the State approved by the NMBI. 

• Entry into the State for these nurses is now facilitated under the Atypical Working Scheme (AWS) 
administered by the Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) of the Department of Justice 
and Equality. 

• The AWS provides a streamlined mechanism to deal with atypical employment where the nature of 
the work is not governed by the Employment Permits Acts or by administrative procedures under 
those Acts. 

• In essence, INIS will grant permission to work in the State in certain circumstances provided the 
employment is not in respect of an occupation on the Ineligible Categories of Employment for 
Employment Permits list of the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation. 
 

• Source: INIS, 7/9/17 

 



Irish Relocation Updates 
December 2017 



Irish Rental Price Report 
• Having fallen for almost three years between 2008 and 2011, and then largely treading water until 

late 2012, rents have now risen for 21 consecutive quarters. The upswing in rents is now not only 
significantly longer than the preceding downturn but also than the upswing before that downturn, 
which lasted from mid-2004 until early 2008. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• The rate of inflation remains - for the sixth quarter in a row - stubbornly above 10%. In addition, the 
quarterly increase in rents between June and September was 3.4%, the fourth largest ever 
recorded. The means that four of the five largest recorded quarterly increases in rents having 
happened since the start of 2016.  

• Source: Daft.ie, 14/11/17 



Irish Rental Price Report 
• Extra supply is quite simply the only solution. The country needs close to 50,000 homes a year to 

cater to underlying housing demand - both market and social. More than 15,000 rental homes are 
needed each year. Dublin alone needs an apartment block of about 200 units to open every week 
from now until the 2080s 

• The four other major cities - Cork, Limerick, Galway and Waterford - together need something 
similar in scale. As it stands, they are starved of rental supply. The graph accompanying this 
commentary shows the total number of rental homes listed across all four cities on the 1st of 
November every year since 2006. On that date this year, there were just 251 homes available to 
rent across all four cities - an almost 90% fall from the number available in 2009. 

 

Source: Daft.ie, 14/11/17 



Dublin Rental Prices 

Source: Daft.ie, 14/11/17 



Other Cities Rental Prices 

Source: Daft.ie, 14/11/17 



Rental Population 
• There are 895,600 people living in rented accommodation in Ireland and, as a proportion of the 

overall population at 18.9%, is now the highest since records began. A report on the private rental 
sector from estate agent Savills says this figure has risen by 39,500 (4.6%) in the last year. Savills 
notes the average number of people in each rental property is also at a record high, rising from 2.7 
to 2.8. The estimated vacancy rate is described as "razor thin" at 1.31%. Almost a quarter of 
Dublin's population is made up of renters. 
 

• The report author, Savill's Director of Research Dr John McCartney, said the "continued expansion 
of Ireland's private rented sector should not come as a surprise. "Property prices continue to 
advance faster than average earnings, creating an affordability challenge to home-ownership, which 
is driving people into the rented sector.“ For rents to stabilise, Savills says the vacancy rate would 
need to be 5.6%, which it says is not likely to happen in the forseeable future, meaning rents are set 
to continue to rise. The research also indicates cash investors are now "crowding out" mortgage 
financed buy-to-let landlords, with over 60% (c. 200,000 units) of the country's private rental stock 
owned outright by investors. 
 

• Source: Savills Estate Agents, 5/12/2017 

 



Residential Property Prices 
• In the year to October, residential property prices at national level increased 

by 12.1%. This compares with an increase of 12.2% in the year to September 
and an increase of 7.5% in the twelve months to October 2016. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Source : Central Statistics Office, 12/12/17 



Home Starts 
• The number of new homes built in the Republic more than doubled in October compared with a year earlier, but the 

number of properties built is still far from levels needed to satisfy demand, an analysis by stockbroker Goodbody 
shows. In October, 1,067 new properties were registered under the building energy rating scheme, according to 
Goodbody’s data. That represents an increase of 110 per cent on the same month in 2016. While overall 
housebuilding in the year so far is up 82 per cent, only 7,503 properties have been completed at a time when many 
economists and property experts believe at least 30,000 homes are required to satisfy demand. 

• In its analysis, Goodbody points out that electricity connections, a measure commonly used by the Government, 
suggest 13,533 houses were built in the year to September. The ESB data includes connections triggered by work to 
existing buildings, or by formerly vacant properties coming back on stream. 

• Dublin was the county in which the majority of new homes were built in the first 10 months of this year and, if the 
commuter counties of Wicklow, Meath and Kildare are taken into account, greater Dublin accounted for 72 per cent 
of new homes being completed. There was, however, relatively significant growth in all of the regions, albeit from low 
bases. Housebuilding in the mid-east up 95 per cent, activity in the midwest up 73 per cent, and growth in the 
southwest up 62 per cent. The most common type of properties constructed so far this year were semidetached and 
detached houses, of which 4,481 were built. After that, the volume of apartments grew by 107 per cent to 1,214, 
although the majority of those, some 94 per cent, were completed in Dublin and accounted for 30 per cent of the new 
builds in the capital. 

• There is, however, a considerable gulf in expert estimations as to how many properties have been built in the past 
and how many will be built in the future. Last year, the ESRI estimated that we would build 18,000 houses in 2017, a 
figure that would seem unlikely if Goodbody’s statistics are to be believed. Meanwhile, Goodbody’s tracker for 2016 
showed 5,377 properties were completed. The department suggested 14,932 were built, Savills put it at “fewer than 
15,000” while Davy, another stockbroker, suggested the actual level of completed homes last year was closer to 
7,500. 
 

• Source: Irish Times, 30/11/2017 
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